THE SOUTH AFRICAN WAR
the efficiency of the Natal Railway, so I rang up each station,
personally, and warned them that I was sending down Sir
Percy Girouard in his special train "against the Staff". He
got there safely. I still have Sir David Hunter's letter thank-
ing me for my effort but telling me what a fearful risk I had
taken. Anyhow Sir Percy Girouard never knew! In spite
of this, however, the Imperial Railway won, and the Natal
Railway did not get the job, so we returned to Natal.
I never think of the Natal Railway without thinking of a
great Irishman, Major Brazier-Creagh, who was in charge of
an ambulance train. His work and care of the wounded was
quite wonderful; I can picture him now, going from carriage
to carriage outside the train, carrying ice for the patients in
his mouth. That was before the days of corridor carriages.
Shordy after that I was sent home to be Adjutant to the
newly raised 4th Battalion, The King's Regiment, which my
future father-in-law, Lieutenant-Colonel Grattan, had gone
home to command after the siege of Ladysmith.